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What to expect



• Recent reports about standards in nursing and 
healthcare

• EPICC Strategic Partners experiences: practice, 
education and research

• Inconsistences in nursing/midwifery pre-
registration education 

• RCN survey – nurses asking for more educational 
preparedness to deal with spiritual issues

Background and why EPICC is necessary



Nurses have four fundamental 
responsibilities: to promote health, to 
prevent illness, to restore health and to 
alleviate suffering. 
In providing care, the nurse promotes 
an environment in which the human 
rights, values, customs and spiritual 
beliefs of the individual, family and 
community are respected. 

(ICN, 2012 p2)

International Council of Nurses 



Catalogue of reports



National care of the dying audit for hospitals, England

Discussions between clinicians 
and patients regarding spirituality 
in end-of-life care only occurs in 
15% of cases, and in an additional 
27% of cases, people important to 
the patient had these discussions. 
This suggests that only in 42% of 
cases the patient and those 
important to them were asked 
about their spiritual needs.



Educational Preparation (RCN, 2010)

79.3% of nurses felt that nurses do not receive sufficient
education and training in spirituality (McSherry, 1997 
which found that 71.8%). 

79.9% indicate that spirituality and spiritual care should be 
addressed within programmes of nurse education.



Study from Australia 
Thirty-one participants described using validated assessment tools. 
Twenty-four participants stated that they used the HOPE assessment tool 
while three participants followed Fitchett’s assessment of spiritual 
needs. The FICA Spiritual Assessment Tool and the Palliative Care 
Outcome Collaboration assessment tools were each used by one 
participant. (p 55)

However, 65% of staff agree that they do not receive sufficient education 
and training in spiritual and religious beliefs (n = 239). (p 57)

Austin, P.,  MacLeod, R., Siddall, P, McSherry, W and Egan, R (2017) Spiritual care training is needed 
for clinical and non-clinical staff to manage patients’ spiritual needs. Journal for the study of 
spirituality, 7 (1). 50 -3 http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/20440243.2017.1290031



Frequently used terms
• Individualized care
• Holistic care
• Spiritual care
• Dignity in care 
• Person-centred care
• Relationship/family 

centred care
• Compassionate care
• Integrated care
• Evidenced based care



Public Inquiry

“ Putting the patient first
The patients must be the first priority in 
all of what the NHS does. Within 
available resources, they must receive 
effective services for caring, 
compassionate committed staff, working 
within a common culture, and they must 
be protected from avoidable harm and 
any deprivation of their basic rights p85”



Debate in context 2017: Adult inpatient Survey

“Since 2009, the percentage of respondents who said they 
were ‘always’ treated with respect and dignity in hospital has 
increased, 82% in 2017 compared with 78% in 2009. Trend 
analysis indicates that there has been an underlying 
behavioural change since 2009, where results were below 
expected limits, and has risen above expected limits since 
2015.”

2017 Adult Inpatient Survey Statistical release (2018) Available from 
https://www.cqc.org.uk/sites/default/files/20180613_ip17_statisticalrelease.pdf



Facts and figures from the student project
Josephine Attard PhD
• 39 competency pre-

registration framework

• Reduced to 9 through 5 
stage consensus 
process

• Reduced to 4

Pilot Study: 2010, 6 universities, 4 
countries, Funded by USW
Cross-sectional, multinational, survey 
design
Main study: 2011-15, funded by RCN
• Longitudinal, multinational, survey
• 2193 undergraduate nurses/midwives 
• 22 universities in 8 countries
(Wales UK, England UK, Scotland UK, 
Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark)



Publications



What is the EPICC Project?



The Strategic Partners



The Strategic Partners



Project Manager



The EPICC Triangle
• EPICC Strategic Partners (6)

• EPICC Participants: nurse educators (32) from 
18 countries across Europe. This group have 
been provided with an intense programme of 
peer-support, mentorship and coaching. This 
level of support has built trust and respect and 
prevented attrition from the project. 

• EPICC Participants + (18) : this comprises of key 
stakeholders, representatives from allied health 
professionals, patient and public groups, 
students and professional regulatory bodies. 
They have attended activities and events 
ensuing these are informed by a wide range of 
cultural, ethnic and religious worldviews. This 
group are from 7 countries [4 outside Europe] 
(UK, Netherlands, Thailand, Palestine, New 
Zealand, Norway, Malaysia). 



Countries represented
• United Kingdom: 
England, Scotland, Wales, 
(Northern Ireland) 
• Croatia
• Czech Republic
• Norway
• Netherlands
• Poland
• Turkey
• Ireland
• Malta
• Denmark
• Germany/Austria
• Belgium
• Ukraine
• Greece
• Spain (mainland + Gran Canaria)
• Portugal
• Lithuania
• Sweden
• China
• Malaysia 
• Thailand
• Palestine
• New Zealand



THE EPICC 
Journey...



Transnational meeting 1. Jan 2017. Netherlands



Multiplier event 1: Staffordshire, 19-20 April 2017



Teaching and learning event Netherlands Oct/Nov 2017



Teaching and learning event Malta Sept 2018



What have we developed

• Established the EPICC Network (Launch 1 & 2 July 
Cardiff)

• Developed a Gold Standard Matrix for Spiritual Care 
Education and Adoption Toolkit

• Developed a Website and online repository 











EPICC needs you!
• Become part of the EPICC Network – that we will launch today

• Use the EPICC outputs (and give us your feedback): 
a) Standard for Spiritual Care Education
b) Spiritual Care Matrix and Narrative
c) Toolkit 

• Use the website and repository 

• Buy the EPICC Book to be published end of 2019 with Springer



Stay connected

Erasmus project link http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-
plus/projects/eplus-project-details-
page/?nodeRef=workspace://SpacesStore/763f7149-604f-4edb-a4a4-
0cee162739b0

EPICC Website: http://www.epicc-project.eu/

EPICC Participants Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1958250327790157/

http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/projects/eplus-project-details-page/?nodeRef=workspace://SpacesStore/763f7149-604f-4edb-a4a4-0cee162739b0
http://www.epicc-project.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1958250327790157/
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