
The gold Standard Matrix for Spiritual Care Education:
The cultural, social and political environment in which spiritual care

competency develops (the ‘amniotic sac’)
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Personal 
spirituality 1, 2
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spiritual care 1, 2

Teaching & 
learning 
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Student as 
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Clinical
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University 
course 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Learning from
experiences 7, 8

personal spirituality
1, 2, 3

Reflecting in and 
on practice 6, 7

Developm
ent of spiritual care com

petency

preparedness
for spiritual

care 1, 6, 9

View of
spirituality/

spiritual care 1, 2, 3
Community of 

practice 6, 10

Caring for people
2, 6, 11

Time 10, 11

Ethos of 
organisation 8, 10

Physical 
environment 10

Self care

Life events 1, 2, 3

Personal warmth,
compassion,
empathy 11

 
 

Assessed to be competent on all 4 items in The Standard


