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TEACHING AND LEARNING EVENT 2: 

TESTING, IMPLEMENTATING AND DISSEMINATING THE EPICC EDUCATIONAL GOLD 

STANDARD MATRIX IN SPIRITUAL CARE FOR PRE- REGISTRATION NURSING AND 

MIDWIFERY STUDENTS 24- 28 September 2018, VALLETTA, MALTA 

WHAT WILL WE BE DOING IN MALTA? 

 

AIMS OF THE TEACHING AND LEARNING EVENT 2 

1. REVIEW THE PARTICIPANTS’ EXPERIENCE WITH THE EPICC GOLD STANDARD MATRIX 

IN THEIR RESPECTIVE ORGANISATION/INSTITUTIONS AND ENGAGEMENT WITH 

STAKEHOLDERS/CURRICULA DEVELOPERS/ AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATORY 

BODIES  

   

2. CAPTURE THE CULTURAL, SPIRITUAL / RELIGIOUS IMPACT OF THE EPICC SPIRITUAL 

CARE GOLD STANDARD MATRIX  

 

3. ENABLE REFINEMENT OF THE GOLD STANDARD MATRIX/MODEL FRAMEWORK  

 

4. PAVE THE WAY TO THE FINAL REFINEMENTS OF THE GOLD STANDARD MATRIX IN 

WALES 2019   
 

PARTICIPANTS’ PREPARATORY WORK FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING EVENT 2 
 

1. Fill in the EVALUATION TEMPLATE FOR USE OF THE EPICC DRAFT SPIRITUAL CARE 

EDUCATION GOLDSTANDARD (attached) 

Submit: to Dr Josephine Attard e-mail: josephine.attard@um.edu.mt      

                             SUBMISSION DATE by 20th JULY 2018 

 

2. Prepare a 15 mins presentation about your experience with THE EPICC DRAFT GOLD 

STANDARD MATRIX in your organisation/institution to share with all EPICC participants 

and participants+ in the T&L 2 in Malta   

Some helpful hints you may consider for the presentation IF APPLICABLE TO YOUR 

EXPERIENCE: 
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BACKGROUND:  

A brief overview of spiritual care education at your organisation. 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MATRIX:  

Identify: the cohort of students for which the matrix is intended, their course and level in 

the training 

The aims and objectives of the session/programme contents (competencies in the matrix 

explored), teaching methods, assessment and evaluation strategies used during the 

implementation of the Matrix. 

DISSEMINATION OF THE MATRIX: 

Indicate how you engaged in discussion with stakeholders/curricula and professional 

regulatory bodies to implement the matrix? 

Identify the enhancing and inhibiting factors identified during the implementation process 

of the matrix. 

Identify the Facilitators you developed to overcome inhibitors. 

REFLECTIONS ON YOUR EXPERIENCE: 

Analysis of all data gather during the implementation process of the EPICC matrix and 

reporting of findings. 

CONCLUSION: What would you adopt or change in the EPICC Draft spiritual care gold 

standard matrix  

OVERVIEW OF THE T&L EVENT 2 

 PROPOSED PROGRAMME 

VENUE: UNIVERSITY OF MALTA CONFERENCE CENTRE VALLETTA CAMPUS 

DATE: MONDAY 24.9.2018 (12MD) – FRIDAY 28.9.2018 (12MD) 

TRANSPORT TO VENUE: DAILY MORNING PICK UP SERVICE IS PROVIDED FROM BEHOTEL 

ST JULIANS AND SURROUNDING AREAS 

  

University of Malta Conference Centre Valletta Campus 
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OVERVIEW OF THE DRAFT PROGRAMME 

  
MONDAY 24.9.2018: AFTERNOON SESSION 

 
OPENING: REVIEW OF PARTICIPANTS’ EXPERIENCE WITH THE EPICC GOLD STANDARD 

MATRIX AND ENGAGEMENT WITH STAKEHOLDERS/CURRICULA DEVELOPERS/ AND 
PROFESSIONAL REGULATORY BODIES 

Presentations of 3 mentor groups and discussion 

  
TUESDAY 25.9.2018: MORNING SESSION 

 
REVIEW OF PARTICIPANTS’ EXPERIENCE WITH THE EPICC MATRIX AND ENGAGEMENT 
WITH STAKEHOLDERS/CURRICULA DEVELOPERS/ AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATORY 

BODIES (cont.) 
Presentations of the remaining 3 mentor groups and discussion 

 
AFTERNOON SESSION: 

CLARIFICATION OF THE EPICC GOLD STANDARD MATRIX TO ADDRESS COMPASSIONATE 
CARE IN CLINICAL PRACTICE AND EDUCATION 

Groups SWOT Analysis 

 
WEDNESDAY 26.9.2018 MORNING SESSION 

 
THE CULTURAL, SPIRITUAL/ RELIGIOUS IMPACT OF THE EPICC SPIRITUAL CARE GOLD 

STANDARD MATRIX                                                                                                                                                                       
(T&L Event Open to Nurses, Midwives, Students, Curriculum Developers 
Spiritual/Religious Leaders, Regulatory Bodies and Health Service Users) 

Forum discussion 
 

AFTERNOON SESSION 
THE IMPACT OF THE EPICC GOLD STANDARD MATRIX IN MIDWIFERY, NURSING, 

MENTAL HEALTH, POLICY, PRACTICE AND EDUCATION 
3 guest speakers 

 
THURSDAY 27.9.2018 MORNING SESSION 

REFINEMENT OF THE EPICC GOLD STANDARD MATRIX 
Discussion with participants 

 
AFTERNOON SESSION 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL EPICC NETWORK FOR SPIRITUAL CARE IN 
NURSING AND MIDWIFERY 
Discussion with participants 

  
FRIDAY 28.9.2018 MORNING SESSION 

 EVALUATION OF TEACHING AND LEARNING EVENT 2 
 Until we meet again in Wales 2019  

GOODBYE 
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Last but not least I have thought to provide you with the opportunity to capture the history, 

culture and versatility of the Mediterranean island of Malta hoping to make this an authentic 

and memorable experience for you all. 

PROPOSED EPICC CULTURAL TOURS (booking opening soon)  

 Monday 24th September 2018 (afternoon/evening) 

 MALTA EXPERIENCE, SACRA INFERMERIA AND VALLETTA WALKING TOUR. 

 

This walking tour will take us to ‘The Malta experience’, an entertaining audio-visual 

presentation spanning Malta's 7000 year history and including the turbulent and triumphant 

episodes associated with this truly unique and magnificent Grand Harbour area; and The Sacra 

Infermeria one of the most imposing buildings in Valletta of the Order of St John of Jerusalem, 

now popularly known as the Mediterranean Conference Centre, which is located adjacent to 

Fort St Elmo and overlooking the Grand Harbour.  

(Price €25 Based on a minimum of 13 attendees (includes Malta Experience & sacra 

infermeria No dinner will be included) 

Tuesday 25th September (afternoon/evening) 

Mdina, the silent old capital city of Malta and Verdala Palace 

 

Mdina known by its titles as Città Vecchia or Città Notabile, is a fortified city in the Northern 

Region of Malta, which served as the island's capital from antiquity to the medieval period 

and is on the tentative list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites. The city is still confined within its 

walls, and has a population of just under 300. Mdina remained the centre of the Maltese 

nobility and religious authorities (and property continues to largely be passed down from 
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families and from generation to generation), but it never regained its pre-1530 importance, 

giving rise to the popular nickname the "Silent City" by both locals and visitors 

Verdala Palace is a palace in the Buskett Gardens, limits of Siġġiewi, Malta. The site of Verdala 

Palace was originally occupied by a hunting lodge, which was built in the 1550s or 1560s 

during the reign of Grand Master Jean Parisot de Valette. The lodge was built in the Boschetto, 

a large semi-landscaped area that was used by knights of the Order of Saint John for game 

hunting. The hunting lodge was expanded into a palace in 1586, during the reign of Hugues 

Loubenx de Verdalle. It was further embellished in the 17th and 18th centuries, during the 

reigns of Giovanni Paolo Lascaris and António Manoel de Vilhena and it now serves as the 

official summer residence of the President of Malta. 

The visit to Mdina, will include a walking tour by a licensed tourist guide. The walk will be 

followed by dinner at Verdala Palace Buskett Gardens Price: €45 including transport 

 

Wednesday 26th September 2018 

Marsaxlokk Fishing Village 

 

The natural harbour has attracted seafaring cultures since ancient times. In the 9th century 

BC, Phoenicians used this port to land in Malta – they even had their own temple dedicated 

to Astarte. The Romans used Marsaxlokk bay for safe anchorage during their reign, as did the 

Arabs after them. Later on in Malta’s history, Marsaxlokk provided anchorage for the 

Ottoman fleet when they came to lay siege to Malta in 1565. Marsaxlokk fishing village is the 

largest fishing harbour of Malta. It has been so since antiquity and today the greater part of 

fish sold on the islands are caught by fishermen coming from this village. Traditional luzzu’s 

and larger fishing vessels line the sheltered harbour in a colourful display. 

(Price including transport and dinner is € 35pp minimum of 13 persons) 
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Thursday 27th September 2018 (Afternoon/evening) 

Visit to The three cities: Vittoriosa, Senglea and Cospicua by ferry boat 

 

The Three Cities is a collective description of the three fortified cities of Vittoriosa (known as 

Birgu), Senglea (known as L’Isla) and Cospicua (known as Bormla). The oldest of the Three 

Cities is Vittoriosa (Birgu) which has existed since the Middle Ages and served as the first 

headquarters of the Knights of St John when they arrived in Malta. The other two cities, 

Senglea (L’Isla) and Cospicua (Bormla) were both founded by the Order of Saint John in the 

16th and 17th centuries. 

Our tour starts from the Barakka Gardens Valletta to Valletta's ditch down to the nearby 

Lascaris Wharf by the Barrakka Lift. The first lift on the site was built in 1905 but was closed 

in 1973 and dismantled in 1983. The lift can be seen in operation in the 1968 British adventure 

film, A Twist of Sand. A new lift was inaugurated on 15 December 2012.  

Our tour continues with a Ferry Crossing to Cospicua (Bormla) allowing the visitor to 

appreciate the amazing majestic sea views of the island's fortifications of the Grand Harbour. 

A licensed tourist guide will take the group for a walking tour of Vittoriosa (Birgu). The walk 

will be followed by dinner  

Price €40pp including dinner and transport back to Valletta (minimum of 35 persons) 

 

 


